
Welcome to Reception!



• Our aim in the first weeks of term is to settle your child 

into school and help them learn our classroom routines 

and expectations. It is very common for children to need a 

few days or weeks to settle.

• Your child will have the same teacher and teaching assistant 

everyday

• We will work together to encourage your child to come in 

independently and make new friends.

• Parent/carers - Be brave!

• We will also work on turn taking and sharing with others, 

participation in learning and being focussed during short 

lessons and carpet time. 
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Settling into School 



Reception times 
(Monday to Friday during term times)

Currently: 

Doors open: 8:55 am

Lunchtime:  11:45 am – 1:00 pm

Home time: 3:15 pm

** This is subject to change in line with 
government guidance. **



8:55 am – Doors Open

9:00-9:30 am – Register and phonics

9:30 am – Free flow 

11:00 am – Storytime 

11:45 am – Lunch 

1:00 pm – Maths

1:30 pm – Free flow

2:40 pm – Carpet Time

3:15 pm - Home

We have two Reception 
classes

Cherry and Pear
Both classes follow the same timings



On your child’s first dayOn your child’s first day

Please bring your child to the Reception gate, following our 

one way system round the school building
• Your child’s teacher or TA will greet them at the gate and 

take them to the classroom door

Please bring your child in uniform with water and bookbag
• Your child will be shown their tray and peg; where they will keep 

their personal items

Please try to keep other personal items at home
• Our classrooms are filled with fun and exciting activities and we 

don’t want precious, personal toys etc to get lost.



Homework and BooksHomework and Books

Children will receive homework books after half 

term.  Home learning will be linked to phonics 

sounds taught in class.

Children will also be issued online home reading 

books through the school’s Collins Big 

Cat reading program.

 Login details will be provided in 

Autumn



Keeping you and your family safe is our 
top priority:

• Cherry and Pear classes are one 
“bubble” and will not mix with other 
year groups at any time

• Reception has a dedicated 
playground

• All children wash or sanitise their 
hands when they come into school, 
before snack and lunch, after play 
times and when they cough and/or 
sneeze

• We have staggered drop off and 
pick up times throughout the school

• Meetings with parents take place on 
zoom



We ask that you:

• Continue to follow government 

guidance

• Socially distance from other 

families/bubbles when on site

• Keep your child off school if they 

are unwell and get a test if they are 

showing symptoms of covid-19

• Inform the school if you are isolating 

or any member of your household 

has tested positive for covid-19

• Wear a face covering when on site



In case of 

isolation or 

closure:

• The school will inform you as soon as possible

• Learning will be virtual 

• All learning will be done via our google page 

and live zoom lessons

• You will be able to contact EYFS staff via email

• Your child cannot be on site if you are 

collecting siblings



All children in Early Years settings will be following a new 

foundation stage curriculum.

While most of the learning will be the same, some small 

changes have been made to improve outcomes in 

communication and literacy and allow teachers to 

spend more time with your children.

Children will have more time to explore their own interests

and build their confidence.
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7 Different areas of learning 

split into Prime and Specific

7 Different areas of learning 

split into Prime and Specific

Prime areas:

• Communication 

and Language

• Physical 

Development

• Personal, Social 

and Emotional 

Development

Specific areas:

• Literacy

• Mathematics

• Understanding the 

World

• Expressive Arts and 

Design



Our goal is that by the end of Reception your 

child will be able to……..

Our goal is that by the end of Reception your 

child will be able to……..

• Read simple sentences without help

• Write short sentences that are phonetically 

plausible

• Order, recognise and write numbers 0-20 and 

beyond

• Add and subtract with simple numbers

• Double and halve and share amounts equally

• Have an awareness of the feelings of others, and 

be able to adapt their behaviour



Meals and Snacks

Children will have access to a self 

service snack area, with a selection of 

fresh fruit and vegetables as well as a 

carton of milk.

Children should bring their own, 

named, re-usable bottle of water 

every day.

All reception children are entitled to 

free school meals, or can choose to 

bring a lunch.



What can you do to help your child 
prepare for school?

OFSTED recommend 
that your child has 

practiced these
10 simple skills before 

they start school



Sitting still and listeningSitting still and listening

• Children need to actively listen, which means 

looking at the adult when they are talking

• Not talking at the same time as someone else

Not just when listening to stories, but 

actively listening to adults at all times

You can practice this at home: 

‘ I need you to listen to me’

‘thank you for listening’

‘good listening’

And making sure you listen to your child 

when they want to speak to you



Being aware of other childrenBeing aware of other children

• Learning to play with other 
children 

• Children need to practice –

 Sharing toys

 Taking turns

 Being kind

We understand that your child will not have had the 

same opportunities in recent months. However, they 

can practice these skills with you, a sibling or any 

other family member living with you



• Children need to learn that if an adult says 
no – they must listen

• Teachers at school may need to say ‘no’ :

This is important because teachers need to  
make sure that: 

 Every child gets a turn

 All the children are following the timetable 
of the day and learning that a school day 
has a structure.

 Everyone is safe and happy
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• In order to keep your child 

and other children safe

• Children need to be able to stop 

and immediately listen to a teacher

You can practice this at home with 

games such as “red light, green light”

Understanding the word ‘Stop’ Understanding the word ‘Stop’ 



recognise when they need to go to the toilet

know how to tell an adult that they need to go

Be able to go on their own – including 
undressing, dressing and cleaning themselves

Know that they must wash their hands for 20 

seconds, or while singing a nursery rhyme, and 

dry their hands afterwards

(lots of opportunities provided throughout the 

day)

Children in Reception need to be 

able to:

Children in Reception need to be 

able to:

Going to the toilet on their ownGoing to the toilet on their own



Children will have a peg 
and a tray with their name 
on it

Able to keep track of 
jumper and bottle

First half term, children 
will be working on name 
writing

Recognising their own nameRecognising their own name



• Make sure you listen to your child when they 
speak to you so that they learn 

that adults will listen and will 

help them

• Children want to speak to adults 

when they feel they are listened to

• We need to let our children know that they can 
speak to a trusted adult whenever they are 
worried about anything.  

Being able to speak to an adult 

and ask for help

Being able to speak to an adult 

and ask for help



• In reception your child will be in a class 
with 29 other children.

• If teachers have to help all these children 

with their coats and shoes the children will 

lose time doing the activities they love or 

important teaching time, when your 

children could be learning.

• Dressing is a great way to develop fine 
and gross motor skills and self confidence

Being able to put on and take 

off their coat and shoes

Being able to put on and take 

off their coat and shoes



• Not just using one word to answer a question or 

speak to an adult

• You can help them with this by:

 Reading books together

 Listening to them as they practice making a 

sentence

 Suggesting words that they can use and helping 

them to practice

 Model the correct use of language in a full 

sentence

Talking in full sentencesTalking in full sentences



• Reading for pleasure and reading 

together:

 There is strong evidence linking

reading for pleasure and educational outcomes.

 Children who read from a very young age do 
better at school and in life.

 Books develop children’s phonetic 

awareness, expand their vocabulary 

and allow their imagination to grow

Opening and enjoying a bookOpening and enjoying a book

http://www.oecd.org/pisa/pisaproducts/48852630.pdf
http://www.ioe.ac.uk/89938.html


Why is reading with your child so 

important

Why is reading with your child so 

important
Reading improves your child’s:

 vocabulary – they will hear, see and then learn more words

 spelling – seeing words over and over again helps them 
remember

 reading skills (for all subjects including maths and science)

It will also: 

 Increase empathy; children will 

understand how other people feel, 

how they live and understand their 

world.

 Improve relationships with others

 In our busy world it is calming,

relaxing and makes us feel better.



We also recommend that your 
child gets lots of opportunities to: 

Practice  mark making, through drawing, painting, playing in sand

Play with Playdough and Lego to strengthen their fingers.

Practice writing their name if they are ready

Practice working with numbers –counting as they walk up & down the 

stairs etc.

Practice eating with a knife and fork, including cutting

Practice having conversations
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Respect what others do or sayRespect what others do or say

We ask all our pupils throughout the 

school to follow these four simple school 
rules. 

Listen when others are speakingListen when others are speaking

Keep your arms and legs to yourselfKeep your arms and legs to yourself

Try your bestTry your best

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.mccullagh.org/db9/1ds2-2/ear-closeup.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.mccullagh.org/image/1ds2-2/ear-closeup.html&h=768&w=512&sz=108&hl=en&start=2&um=1&tbnid=5Cea8Luq7vUoiM:&tbnh=142&tbnw=95&prev=/images?q=ear&svnum=10&um=1&hl=en
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Home “Visits”

Due to covid 
restrictions, all home 
visits will take place 

over zoom in 
September
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General information
Attendance: unless your child is unwell, it is very important that they 

attend school every day.

Book Bags: they will need a book bag to bring home letters and a 

book.

Change of clothes: Please provide a change of clothes in their bag 

– school has lots of exciting activities and they may get wet or dirty. 

Online Safety: We will be teaching your children how to stay safe 

online.  Please make sure that you are aware of your children’s 

online activity and that you talk to them about what they are 

doing online. 

Permission for photographs: Please make sure you have told us if 

your are happy for your child’s photo to be taken for the newsletter 

or displays in school (please complete the section in your 

admissions form)



Medical Issues
Any sickness or diarrhoea must be followed by48 hours absence to protect other 
pupils and staff

Head lice are common! Don’t worry; but please  check regularly and treat as 
recommended.

Any absence please call the school early in the morning of each day of absence

Long term conditions must be discussed with and medication given to our 
Welfare Officer; we will put together a care plan with you and ensure that your 
child is safe at school.

Antibiotics: we are not able to administer antibiotics or paracetamol.  If your child 
is well enough to return to school but not finished their course; we would ask you 
to come to the school to give them the midday dose, if needed. 



The jumper and book bag is available through our website. 
Please enter the code PER 511 to place your order. Ask for 
delivery to the school
All other items are available at high street outlets.

• Please label all items of clothing with a permanent 
marker. (Named jumpers and clothing rarely go missing) 

• Appropriate footwear (no sandals, boots or laced shoes).

• No jewellery – stud earrings only.

• Check that your child’s coat is easy to zip, and practice 
at home with them.

• Choose school shoes with VELCRO instead of laces. 

Uniform


